
104

Josh Romo was born in Camp Pendleton, California, and is
married to the former Ashley Gray. He earned an A. A. degree in
business from Volunteer State Community College in Gallatin,
Tennessee, and graduated from the Memphis School of Preach-
ing in 2006. Romo worked with the Lord’s Church in Alabama and
Texas. He has been active with weekly radio programs and has
written for many brotherhood publications. Romo now preaches
at the Ninth and Main congregation in San Angelo, Texas.
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INTRODUCTION1

The Word of God has blessed mankind richly. Within the pages of
the Bible we read of the creation of man, the fall of man, God’s
promise to redeem mankind through a Savior, Jesus the Christ being
born, His suffering, dying and rising again so that we might be
reconciled to our great and glorious God! Concerning God’s Word,
someone wrote:

This Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way
of salvation, the doom of sinners and the happiness of believers.
Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are
true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe
it to be safe and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct
you, food to support you and comfort to cheer you. It is the
traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the
soldier’s sword and the Christian’s charter. Here paradise is
restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ
is its grand object, our good its design and the glory of God its
end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given
you in life, will be opened in the judgement, and will be remem-
bered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward
the greatest labour, and will condemn all who trifle with its
sacred contents.2

There is no other book like it. It is the only book which can say of
itself: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
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any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12). In other words, it is alive! What
other book could claim to have a pertinent message nearly two
thousand years after its writing was completed? None!

The Word of God is indeed a light unto the path of the Christian.
There is no other way by which a man can know God’s will. There is
no other way by which a man can come to the knowledge of the Savior,
whom the apostle John describes as: “[T]he light of men” (Jn. 1:4).
Because God’s Word is the only way that a man can come to the
knowledge of Jesus the Christ, there is no other way by which he can
know what he must do in order to receive the salvation of the Lord.

As Christians, we have entrusted to us a gem that is more precious
than even the most valuable diamond or ruby. We have the Gospel of
life; the Word of Christ; the very mind of God within our hands! When
we hold it, we hold a light that will guide us down the pathways of life,
if we allow it to do so. In order for the Word of God to be a light unto
a man’s path, he must open it, read it, study it, and apply it. When one
does that, then and only then will he truly be able to follow the “paths
of righteousness” (Ps. 23:3), and “walk in the light, as [Christ] is in the
light” (1 Jn. 1:7).

LEFT TO HIMSELF,
MAN IS LOST AND CANNOT DIRECT HIS STEPS

If the Word of God is a “light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105), then
without God’s Word there is no light. If there is no light, we cannot see.
If we cannot see, we are lost and have no hope! Left to himself, man is
hopelessly lost and without any spiritual direction. Jeremiah expresses
this thought in a very “matter of fact” manner, saying: “O Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). This is one of the most profound
statements made in Scripture. About this statement, Coffman writes:
“As long as men seek to be guided by their own counsels, and by what
seems good to them, they are destined to frustration and defeat.”3 Israel
experienced this firsthand. Israel had tried to direct its own steps for
quite some time without the direction that God offered them. “In those
days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right
in his own eyes” (Jgs. 17:6). There was no reason for the Israelites to
do what was right in their own eyes—they had the law given to them
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by God through Moses. They were commanded to do that which was
right in the eyes of God, not what was right in their own eyes! They
had every opportunity to do what was right, yet they decided that the
Word of God was not for them. The book of Judges is also known as
the “book of failures.” The reason for those failures recorded in that
book is that the Israelites ignored the Word of the Lord. Their rebellion
and ignorance of the Lord’s Word ultimately led to their captivity and
being taken into Babylon.

Time and again throughout the annals of history, when man has left
the Word of God to follow his own counsel, he has found himself in
utter darkness. Clarkson says:

The essence of sin is self-will. The first sin was an act of
disobedience. All wickedness is a rebellion against a supreme
authority. Man is not free to live to himself, swayed only by his
own lawless caprice. He has a vocation to fulfill: 1. He has no
right to go his own way. He is a servant. He is lawfully subject
to a righteous Lord, before whom duty requires him to say, “Not
my will, but thine, be done.” 2. He has not light enough to direct
his own steps. Future accidents cannot be anticipated. The
ultimate effects of the simplest action are not to be traced
beforehand. Hence the need of a higher direction. 3. He has not
power to succeed in his own way. If he starts by himself, making
the awful experiment of a self-sustained pilgrimage through the
toils and storms of life, he will assuredly make shipwreck. Our
duty is not to live for self, nor even for God in our own way or
by our own unaided strength, but to do his will, in his way, by
his aid.4

God made man a free moral agent. That is, man can choose whether or
not he will follow the law of God. However, if man chooses not to
follow the Word of the Lord, he must be prepared to bear the conse-
quences. Adam was expelled from Eden and separated from the Tree
of Life because he chose to go his own way (Gen. 3:23-24). Moses was
not allowed to enter the promised land because he chose not to glorify
and sanctify God before the people of Israel (Num. 20:12). The sword
never departed from the house of David because of his choice to
disregard God’s law (2 Sam. 12:10). Judas is said to have gone to his
“own place” because of his transgression in betraying the Lord and
Savior of mankind (Acts 1:25). Herod was “eaten of worms” because
“he gave not God the glory” (Acts 12:23).
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Perhaps, the greatest example of man trying to follow a path
without the light of God’s Word is Solomon. As we read of the life of
the wisest man who ever lived, except for Christ, we are surprised at his
foolishness. Here was a man who married hundreds of women and then
built altars to their gods! How foolish can a wise man be? He tried
everything “under the sun” (a phrase found 29 times in the book of
Ecclesiastes) to find happiness. Near the end of his life, writing his
great book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon’s conclusion to the “whole matter”
of life is: “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man” (Ecc. 12:13). Solomon is a great example for us to
consider because he started out on the right path, the path of light.
Then, unfortunately, he changed his course by deciding to walk the
pathway of darkness, seeking to go his own way without God. After
having done so, Solomon wisely concluded that the whole of man is to
fear God and keep His commands. He tried both ways and, as the wise
man that he was, he tells us that the best thing a man can do is follow
the Word of God! As Young expresses it:

The man who insists that he can make his own way only finds it
will perish at last. Because no way can be considered just as a
way; whether it is pleasant or painful, easy or difficult, is not the
great matter, but whither it leads, what lies at the end of it. As it
would be foolish for a man to take charge of a ship, ignorant of
his destination and how to reach it, so it is equally foolish for a
man to suppose that any way will do so long as it is as comfort-
able and easy as he can make it. Man’s right way must be
according to God’s clear will.5

The way of man is not in himself. Man cannot save himself. It is God’s
Word that shows the way to salvation!

THE WORD OF GOD IS AN OBJECTIVE LAW

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that
God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). The Jews, Israelites, had
long believed that they were especially favored by God and that
salvation was theirs alone. As is recorded by Luke, in Acts 10, Peter
learns a valuable lesson concerning the Gospel of Christ—it is for all
nations! Christ told His disciples: “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations” (Mt. 28:19, emphasis added)! Concerning His Word, Jesus
also said: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day” (Jn. 12:48). If the Word of Jesus, therefore the Word of
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God (Jn. 1:1), is going to judge those who reject that Word, it must be
determined: “To whom does His Word apply?” Does Christ’s Word
apply to a single race or to all races? According to the Scriptures, the
Word of God is not meant for only one race of people, but for all of
mankind! On Judgment Day, all mankind will be judged by God’s Law.

The Word of God, because it comes from God and not man, is an
objective law. Furthermore, it is binding upon all of mankind, not only
a select few. The Proverbs writer says: “For the commandment is a
lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of
life” (Pro. 6:23). God’s Word provides instruction and correction for all
men. Regarding those who have obeyed God’s Word, Paul says: “There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Thus,
it is obvious that regardless of a person’s race, social status, and sex, he
or she must obey the commandments of God!

When we consider the laws that have been established in the
kingdoms of men, it is obvious that none of those laws are set forth as
a universal objective standard! The laws made by any particular
country or kingdom apply only to its citizens. For example, as citizens
of United States—if we are not in England—we are not amenable to the
laws of England. Likewise, citizens of England—if they are not in the
United States—are not amenable to the laws of the United States. As
long as a citizen of the United States remains within the borders of
United States, he is subject to her laws and none others. On the other
hand, God’s law, His Word, is truly a universal law, objective in its
nature, to which all men are amenable! As such, all men have the
obligation to obey it. In obeying it, Christians have the duty of taking
it to “all nations.”

Since all men are subject to the Law of God, one may logically
conclude that salvation is offered to all men. Jude writes: “Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation”
(Ju. 3). The Greek word for “common” is koinos, which literally means
“shared by all.”6 Their race and sex did not matter, all who obeyed the
law of Christ shared salvation. The same is true today. Unless a man
hears the Word of God, he cannot inherit eternal life. Let us be diligent
in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to our families, our friends,
our communities, and the world. The “Great Commission” was initially
given to eleven men. In carrying it out, they were to pass that commis-
sion on to others who would be faithful in teaching yet others (Mt.
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28:19-20; 2 Tim. 2:2). This means that we are responsible for reaching
lost souls in the world with the Gospel of Christ today.

Peter says: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).
In the same vein, Paul declares that God “... will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). From
these two verses we learn that God wants all men, everywhere to come
to the knowledge of the truth. Again, this demonstrates that the Word
of God is an objective law unto which all are amenable. Let us then
take the Word of the Lord to the world!

GOD’S WORD IS BOTH LAMP AND LIGHT

The Word of God is described in many different ways. It is
described as: “pure” (Ps. 119:140), “truth” (Jn. 17:17), “milk” (1 Pet.
2:2), “meat” (Heb. 5:12), et cetera. Here, we are concerned with the
Word of God being described as a “lamp” and a “light.” Psalm 119:105
states: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” In
the same chapter, verse 130, we again see that God’s Word is referred
to as a “light.” Recall: “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law
is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life” (Pro. 6:23).

How Is God’s Word A Lamp?

The word “lamp” could refer to several different instruments. We
might think of this word as a lantern or torch.7 In either case, it is used
to give off a guiding light. A lamp would be filled with oil, a wick
inserted, and then the wick would be lit. It could then be used to help
light a room or carried to light one’s path.

Note, the “commandment is a lamp” (Pro. 6:23). “Lamp” there
refers to a particular light, like that of a candle. The “commandment”
is “any particular commandment which harmonizes with God’s will,
and commands what is to be done and forbids what is to be left
undone.”8 Hence, the “lamp” here refers to the specific commands of
God’s Word. After all, the commands given in the Word of the Lord
are what guide us in our worship, our conduct, and our words. Without
the commandments of God, we would have no direction.

How Is God’s Word A Light?

While the “lamp” refers to a specific source of light, the “light,” as
used in these passages, refers to the entirety of God’s Word. The word
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“light,” in the passages with which we are dealing, is used of light in
general, such as the light of the day and the sun.9 The light comes from
God and makes man’s way clear before him. The word “light” is used
to signify, “moral truth, and preeminently that divine system of truth
which is set forth in the Bible”10 The light given to man by means of
God’s Word is general in the sense that it allows him to see where he
should go and what he should be in every area of his life. Referring to
God’s Word, Henry writes:

It must be not only a light to our eyes, to gratify them, and fill
our heads with speculations, but a light to our feet and to our
path, to direct us in the right ordering of our conversation, both
in the choice of our way in general and in the particular steps we
take in that way, that we may not take a false way nor a false
step in the right way.11

Another way the word “light” is used is to signify the “edicts, laws,
rules, or directions that proceed from ruling powers for the good of
their subjects.”12 Hence, it can be seen that the “edicts, laws, rules, and
directions” we read in the Bible are for the benefit of all those that
would be guided by God.

Lamp And Light

At this point, let us consider the two together. The Word of God
has “counsel for every difficulty, comfort in every trouble, guidance in
all perplexity.”13 They, the “lamp” and “light,” direct and reveal the
true way of faith and life. In reference to Psalm 119:105, Coffman
comments: “The word of God is the Light of Life, a lamp; and the
psalmist’s pilgrimage through life is under the guidance of God’s
teachings. He thus vows to follow the light wherever it may lead and
whatever dangers may be involved.”14 The “lamp” and “light” represent
the Word of God in its entirety, both the specific commands and the
general guidance given by it.

The words found in Psalm 119:105 are a wonderful summation of
what the Word of God means to the Christian. His Word should guide
us in all that we do. As Christians, we should never be without the light
given by the Holy Word of God. Expounding upon this passage,
Spurgeon says:

Each man should use the word of God personally, practically,
and habitually, that he may see his way and see what lies in it.
When darkness settles down upon all around me, the word of the
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Lord, like a flaming torch, reveals my way. Having no fixed
lamps in eastern towns, in old time each passenger carried a
lantern with him that he might not fall into the open sewer, or
stumble over the heaps of ordure which defiled the road. This is
a true picture of our path through this dark world, we should not
know the way, or how to walk in it, if the Scripture, like a
blazing flambeau, did not reveal it. One of the most practical
benefits of Holy Writ is guidance in the acts of daily life; it is not
sent to astound us with its brilliance, but to guide us by its
instruction. It is true the head needs illumination, but even more
the feet need direction, else head and feet may both fall into a
ditch. Happy is the man who personally appropriates God’s
word, and practically uses it as his comfort and counsellor,—a
lamp to his own feet. “And a light unto my path.” It is a lamp by
night, a light by day, and a delight at all times. David guided his
own steps by it, and also saw the difficulties of his road by its
beams. He who walks in darkness is sure, sooner or later, to
stumble; while he who walks by the light of day, or by the lamp
of night, stumbleth not, but keeps his uprightness.15

We must take the Word, keep it always, and bring it to bear upon the
path we are to take. “Many turn the light of the Word skywards, or
backwards, or on the right hand or left. Hold it down on your path.”16

Let the Word of God light your path and lead you on the pathway of
life!

GOD’S WORD CAN KEEP ONE FROM
THE “DANGERS OF EVIL” AND “RIGHT WITH HIM”

God has always wanted what was best for His creation. From the
very beginning, when God created Adam and Eve and set them in the
Garden of Eden, God’s law was meant to keep man from harm. If
God’s precepts and commands are followed and obeyed, man can be
kept from the dangers of evil and be made confident that he is right
with Him.

John tells us that as Christians we must “walk in the light, as he is
in the light” (1 Jn. 1:7). We must, says Peter: “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Notice that Satan is
described as a “roaring lion.” If we will “walk in the light” of God’s
Word, being “sober” and “vigilant” in carrying out God’s will , we can
be assured that Satan will not be able to sneak up on us! It would
appear that the only thing a “roaring lion” could ever catch and hold
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within its grips is an animal that is extremely slow, crippled, cannot
run, or is deaf! If the Word of God is not an integral part of our lives,
then we are spiritually crippled, spiritually deaf, or both! Spiritual death
is the ultimate end for those who are spiritually crippled or spiritually
deaf if they do not change and become obedient to the Lord.

The latter part of Proverbs 6:23 speaks of “reproofs” being the
“way of life.” These “reproofs” are disciplinary, and their purpose is to
discipline one’s soul. In other words, God provides correction for His
followers in His Word. The “reproofs of instruction” refer to “that
instruction which reproves us for our sins and errors,” thus leading us
into the way of life.17

The Psalmist wrote: “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple” (Ps. 119:130). The word
translated as “entrance” here is literally, “opening.”18 Thus, when God’s
Word is opened and the knowledge contained within it is imparted to
the individual through study and practice, its light is shed upon one’s
path. The latter part of the passage says “it giveth understanding unto
the simple.” The Word of God not only gives knowledge, it gives
understanding. The word rendered “simple” here literally means
“seducible” or, in other words, easily persuaded. Therefore, even the
simple of heart are given understanding by the Word of God and are
able to be led by the light of God’s Word. Spurgeon eloquently states:
“Those whom the world dubs as fools are among the truly wise if they
are taught of God. What a divine power rests in the word of God, since
it not only bestows light, but gives that very mental eye by which the
light is received.”19

Indeed, the Word of God is able to keep man from the dangers of
evil and right with Him, if only man will allow it to do so. In referring
to God’s Word as a “lamp” and “light,” the Psalmist tells us exactly
how His Word is that. Think about trying to get from point “A” to point
“B” on an extremely dark night. On this night there is a new moon, a
thick cloud cover, and absolutely no light from the heavens. The path
upon which you must travel is far from city lights or lights from any
source and winds it way through places fraught with danger on every
side. How do you get from point “A” to point “B” without a light of
any sort? The answer is: “You cannot!” The illumination the Word of
God provides—revealing the path we must walk as we travel through
this world—is invaluable. The light showing our path allows us to see
and avoid the obstacles that might be in our way. Without the light, we
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would constantly be stumbling about in the dark, apt to fall into a ditch.
Without the light, we would be more susceptible to attack by the agents
of Satan. Without the light, we might become wounded as we stumble
along our path and be overtaken by the “roaring lion.”

Immediately prior to his description of the armor God provides for
every Christian—and every Christian is a soldier in the Lord’s
army—Paul instructs: “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). We are able
to put on that armor only by equipping and enabling ourselves with
God’s Word. Every item of the Christians’ armor, i.e., “the whole
armour of God,” is inseparately dependent upon the Word of God. How
else are we to be able to withstand the “wiles” of Satan? We would not
know of Satan’s tactics save for God’s Word! It is through the Bible
that we learn of our enemy, his devious tactics and approaches in his
unholy warfare, and who his allies are. When we learn of his lying and
deceiving ways, we are better able to defend ourselves against the
dangers of evil.

Just as God’s Word protects us from evil, it keeps us right with
Him. We are right with God when we obey His law. When we
understand that His “law is light,” and that to continue in a right
relationship with God is to continue in His “light,” we will then
understand that to “walk in the light, as he is in the light” means to
keep the commandments of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus
said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15). Further-
more, if we remain in God’s light, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7 ). It is the remission of sin obtained
through baptism that puts us into that right relationship with God in the
first place (Acts 2:38). Then, we must remain in His light to have the
continual washing of the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. It is only
through His Word that man can avoid the dangers of evil and stay right
with Him.

CHRISTIANS MUST BE
GUIDED BY A “THUS SAITH THE LORD”

Sadly, as we look at the religious world today, the overwhelming
majority of those who claim to be Christians are following after the
traditions of men rather than the Word of the Lord. Jesus confronted
this problem “head-on” with the Pharisees. Matthew records:
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Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of
Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition
of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.
But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress
the commandment of God by your tradition? For God com-
manded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that
curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say,
Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; And honour not his
father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye
hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men
(Mt. 15:1-9).

It is important to the welfare of one’s soul that he be guided by a “thus
saith the Lord”—not by some creed or what some man has said or
written. We will not be judged on that last day by the creeds, manuals,
disciplines, catechisms, or anything else produced by uninspired mortal
men. God’s sole standard of judgment on that day will be His Word
spoken and delivered by Christ (Jn. 12:48-50)! The traditions and
commandments of men will take souls to hell, not to heaven.

From the works of Benjamin Franklin, Leroy Brownlow quotes:

First, any creed containing more than the Bible is objectionable,
because it does contain more than the Bible. Second, any creed
containing less than the Bible is objectionable, because it does
contain less than the Bible. Third, any creed differing from the
Bible is objectionable, because it does differ from the Bible.
Fourth, any creed precisely like the Bible is useless, because we
have the Bible. This covers the whole ground. There can be no
other thought of. A creed must contain more than the Bible, less
than the Bible, differ from it, or be precisely like it. No man
defends his creed on the ground that it contains more than the
Bible, less than the Bible, that it is different from the Bible, or
precisely like it. If a creed be not defended on some of these
grounds, on what ground can it be defended? Certainly on no
ground conceivable to mortal man.20

It is the Bible that completely furnishes us to every good work. Paul
writes: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
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That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Since the Bible is inspired by God, and is to
be used “for reproof, for correction, for instruction,” what else does
man need? Peter says: “According as his divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). God has
given us everything we need. We need no man made creeds, doctrines,
or traditions. Everything we need is found in the Word of God!

Man, if he wants to receive salvation of the Lord, ought to seek out
what it is the Lord wants from him. The phrase, “thus saith the Lord,”
appears in the Bible in 413 verses! That means the Lord decided to
make His will known to man on at least four hundred thirteen occa-
sions! If we want to know what it is that God wants us to do, we need
do nothing more than turn to the pages of His Holy Word! Another
phrase used quite often in Scripture is “the word of the Lord.” This
phrase is used by the inspired writers in 255 verses in describing what
the Lord demands of His people. This makes a total of 668 times that
the Lord expressly states that He is revealing His will to man; and, He
has had them all recorded for us. It was God Who sent the Christ to
suffer and die for us. It was Christ Who said His Word would judge us
in the last day (Jn. 12:48).By shedding His blood, He ordained a better
covenant (Heb. 9). When the God of Heaven speaks, man most
certainly ought to listen.

Paul commands: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him” (Col. 3:17). Here, Paul teaches that if we do not have a “thus saith
the Lord” for what we say and do, then we do not have the authority to
say or do it! Whatever we do in this life, including our worship, should
be authorized by a “thus saith the Lord.” Period—that is the end of the
matter! John warns: “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son” (2 Jn. 9). The phrase,
“Whosoever transgresseth,” in the American Standard Version (1901),
reads: “Whosoever goeth onward.” Clearly, the meaning is that those
who do go beyond the Word of God, i.e., those who “abideth not” in
(do not make their dwelling in) the teachings of Christ do not have
God. They are lost! On the other hand, those who do “abideth in”
(make their dwelling in) the teachings of Christ have “both the Father
and the Son.” The logical conclusion is that if we want to have
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fellowship with God, we must not go beyond what Christ has autho-
rized in His Word.

Regarding the Psalmist’s words, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105), it must be understood that the
only way God’s Word can be that “lamp” and “light” is for that “Word”
to be used correctly. As noted earlier, the light afforded by God’s Word
does not shine outside the path of God’s righteousness, except to
expose the ways man should not follow. In other words, one receives
no good benefit from God’s Word if it is wrongfully used (2 Pet. 3:16).
In 2 Timothy 2:15, we read: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” “Rightly dividing the word of truth” means that it must be
correctly interpreted, understood, used, and taught. Only in this way is
the only path to Heaven illuminated by God’s Word.

CONCLUSION

The Word of God offers many wonderful benefits to mankind. It
can spiritually feed and fulfill every need of our souls. It can correct
our steps when we falter. It can prepare us for Judgment Day by letting
us know how to be saved and by what standard we will be judged.
Truly, God’s Word is a great blessing to mankind because of the eternal
light it beams which leads to eternal life. Without the Word of God,
man is lost in a world of darkness. Without the Word of God, man has
no means to find his way. The way of man is not now, nor has it ever
been, in himself. Man cannot direct his own steps; his steps must be
directed by the light of God’s Word. The Word of the Lord is a law
which applies to all mankind. God’s Word is both “lamp” and “light”
to show man the path of righteousness. By following the light of the
Word, man can avoid the dangers of evil and maintain a right relation-
ship with God. The Lord speaks to us today, but He only speaks
through His written Word, more specifically through the New Testa-
ment. Because this is so, every Christians must be guided by that Word.
May we, by its application to our lives, with the Psalmist say: “Thy
word is ... a light unto my path!”
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